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How Should Christians Die?
O pinion  By Brian Kiley
few weeks ago I was riding the in the car with my dad discussing, o f all things, 
death. My dad is a physician, and we were discussing the monumental costs and 
challenges that come with end of life care. I shared with him some conversations 
I had observed in classes here at Fuller where both students and professors were 
suggesting that Christians need to perhaps rethink our approach to end of life
care.
They said that perhaps Christians should be the ones 
most willing to forego expensive medical treatment that 
will only extend life for a few more days or weeks, so that 
medical resources can instead be devoted to those-who 
have a chance to benefit from their use. In other words, 
while Christians should certainly seek healing medical 
treatments when they are available, they should be most 
willing to accept death when it comes.
My dad, an agnostic, proceeded to tell me about a fam­
ily friend who, as part of his job as a physician, is often 
responsible for determining when medical care is “futile” 
and should be stopped, with patients then transferred to 
hospice care or unplugged from machines. Often making 
such decisions requires consulting with family members
and requires sharing their loved ones fate with them. An 
unenviable job if there ever was one.
My dad told me that for this physician, who is a Ro­
man Catholic, one people group is consistently the most 
difficult to deal with when these sorts of medical decisions 
need to be made.
Christians.
In his experience, Christians were the ones who refused 
to accept the inevitability of death, and thus made his job 
even more difficult than it already was. Even when a loved 
one had entered an entirely vegetative state, Christians 
would often refuse to allow that loved one to die. They 
often insisted that they be allowed to pray for a miracle. 
Now, don’t get me wrong, I am not against pray­
ing for miracles. I believe in miracles, and I 
believe that God heals. I believe we should 
pray for the sick, and I believe we should 
ask God to heal. I also know that end of life 
decisions for loved ones are among the most 
gut-wrenching decisions people ever have to 
make. This is not an issue to be discussed 
flippantly.
But at the same time, it seems to me that 
there is a real theological problem if our 
Christian hope lies entirely in God’s ability 
to heal, and not in the resurrection. Hope 
placed entirely in God’s ability to physically 
heal is, in a sense, misplaced hope, because 
even those that are healed die eventually. 
True Christian hope is an eternal hope that 
goes beyond death.
Please see D E A T H  on page 7
It’s that time of year again.
The time when the SEMI editorial staff must come to 
grips with the fact that their reign is ending, and they 
must prepare to usher in a new team that will carry on the 
SEMI’s grand tradition into the coming school year.
While that is sad news for us, it is good news for you. 
You now have the opportunity to apply to be either the 
editor or production editor of this fine publication for the 
2010-11 school year.
In order to help you decide if you would like to apply, I 
feel an obligation to let you know about the aspects of this 
job that you might not find on the Human Resources job 
description (note: you need a good sense of humor both 
to do the job and read this column):
• It is vital that you excel at copying and pasting. If you 
don’t it makes plagiarizing articles you find on the In­
ternet much more difficult and forces you to rely on 
“originality” (whatever that is).
• You must be able to work well in loud environments. 
The SEMI office is right above the ASC office, and 
window-shaking dance beats eminate from the office 
24/7. The Chaplains’ office down the hall has also
been known to get 
a little rowdy from 
time to time.
• You mustt h e
SEMI-RELEVANT
be comfortable kicking, punching, or otherwise ma­
nipulating the copy machine into working properly. 
The SEMI office’s proximity to the copy machine 
makes the SEMI staff resident copy machine trouble­
shooters (a good hard knee to the third paper tray 
usually does the job).
• It is also useful to know how to operate a bull horn. 
We have one in the office, and it can be employed to 
annoy unsuspecting students, staff, and faculty who 
happen to be wandering through the campus mall. 
Just make sure you turn the lights off first. And don’t 
tell anyone else about it.
• Your face must look awesome when drawn as a car­
toon caricature with slightly exaggerated gums.
• You must be comfortable writing columns like this 
one that are full of copious amounts of silliness and 
sarcasm, knowing that if people read 
them and think you’re serious you 
might get yourself in trouble.
If you can do all of those things (and 
write, edit, and page design here and 
there), you have what it takes to work 
for the SEMI! S
-Brian Kiley 
SEM I Editor
Managing Editor Carmen Valdes
Editor Brian Kiiey
semi-editor@fuller.edu 
Production Editor Karen Wei
semi-produaion@fuller.edu
The SEMI is published weekly as a service to the 
Fuller community by Student Life and Services, 135 
N. Oakland, Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, 
CA 91182. Articles and commentaries do not neces­
sarily reflea the views o f the Fuller administration 
or the SEMI.
Letters to  th e  Editor: The SEMI welcomes brief re­
sponses to articles and commentaries on issues rel­
evant to the Fuller community. All submissions must 
include the author's name and contaa information 
and are subjed to editing.
Announcements: Notices may be submitted to 
semi-produaion@fuller.edu or dropped off at the 
SEMI Office on the 2nd floor of Kreyssler Hall above 
the Catalyst. They must be submitted by the dead­
lines printed below and not exceed 35 words.
Advertisements: Notices for events not diredly 
sponsored by a Fuller department, office, or orga­
nization will be printed in the "Services” section 
and charged per word. All requests should be made 







Hey! You! Write for the SEMI!
We're currently looking for articles about:
*  The joys and challenges o f marriage or singleness in 
ministry.
*  Television- We watch a lot o f it , but rarely do we think 
about why we watch it or the effect it has on us. Why do you 
like TV so much? How does it affect you? How does your faith 
impact both what you watch and how you watch?
*  Nuclear Arms- Why is nuclear arms control an important 
issue for Christians? What should we make o f recent 
developments at the Nuclear Security Summit?
To submit an article or suggest an article topic, email
semi-editor@ fuller.edu
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Create A  Fuller Student Group
By Peter Gent, Vice President for Student  Life
r r w f f f  IHIQIhn|Ollf m
NEW STUDENT GROUP 
APPLICATIONS DUE
If you would like to apply to have 
your group recognized and funded 
as an official Fuller Student 
Group for the ’10-’l l  academic 
year, pick up an application: 
Student Life & Services Office 
(second floor, above the Catalyst).
*Deadline is May 14.* 
Call or email Student Life for 






viDicini i FELLOW JMfliF FELICE
Have you ever had a 
great idea for community 
life at Fuller? Perhaps you 
w ant to organize students 
around urban mission?
Form a creative writers' 
group? Or, for that matter, 
w hy not create an advo­
cacy group for left-handed 
students at Fuller?*
Student groups are your 
chance to create a local vil­
lage in the midst o f a glob­
al community. No more 
need for lonely seclusion, 
wandering through cam­
pus nodding to classmates 
but inside feeling discon­
nected and deeply alone.
Instead, creating a student 
group can be your liminal 
experience, your trail from 
humdrum existence to 
friendship and camarade­
rie, and your beginning o f 
a marvelous adventure together as a community o f action.
Your only barrier now is a failure o f imagination. Whether 
advocating for change or simply linking students w ith shared 
interests, student groups are your opportunity to create a dif­
ferent future. Let your learning and your life contribute to 
Fuller community life, local issues, or even international cri­
ses.
By creating a registered or affiliated student group, you 
will be eligible for ASC funding for your organization. More 
importantly, by creating an official Fuller student group, you 
can reserve the Catalyst at no cost and gain access to other 
seminary resources.
Just a sample o f currently existing student groups includes 
Children at Risk, Ultimate Frisbee, Korean American Women, 
Member Care, Intercessory Prayer, or Peace &  Justice. To learn 
more about registered and affiliated groups, please call or 
email the Student Life &  Services (SLS) Office: 626.584.5435 
or sls-office@fuller.edu (second floor, above the Catalyst). 
Deadline to form new groups for the 2010-2011 school year 
is May 14.
*See SLS office for details on application and approval pro­
cess. □
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Novak's Ideas Lack Proper Attention for the Poor
On Thursday, April 15, noted 
author, theologian, speech- 
writer, and U.S. Ambassador 
Michael Novak spoke in Tra­
vis Auditorium. O f his twen­
ty-eight books published, N o­
vak is most well known for his 
book The Spirit o f Democrat­
ic Capitalism , which earned 
him the Templeton Prize for 
Progress in Religion in 1994.
O p i n i o n  B y  K a t e  H a r v e y
In this book he explores a theological base for the political system of democratic capitalism. Novak has also rubbed shoulders with great 
world leaders such as Margaret Thatcher and Pope John Paul II. He cur­
rently spends his time touring the country and lecturing about the origins 
and benefits of democratic capitalism.
Novaks lecture in Travis was called “The Moral Foundation of Mar­
kets”. In this lecture he sought to explore the interactions between society, 
morality, political, and economic systems. Novak argued in favor of dem­
ocratic capitalism and based this argument on the historical development 
of capitalism and the current state of capitalism in the United States. 
He believes that a capitalistic society must be coupled with a democratic 
social system and feels this is why some Asian countries have failed to de­
velop stable capitalistic economies. As he studied capitalism in the United 
States, he found that the poorest in society were well cared for, prejudice 
was no longer a major issue, and the poor were given limitless opportuni­
ties for social advancement. Novak believes that the poor benefit the most 
from a democratic capitalistic society.
Novak argued that the system of capitalism has developed out of a 
necessity for a greater morality. During the times of agrarian societies, in-
Capitalism: Not Necessarily Best For The Poor
Mr. Novak started his pre­
sentation by saying that he 
would talk about capitalism 
and its advantages on the 
background o f its success 
story in two thirds world 
countries like Sri Lanka, 
India and other Asian 
countries. However, unfor­
tunately, we did not hear 
much about the impact of 
capitalism in Asian coun­
tries other than his state­
ment that “it helps a lot of 
poor people and capitalistic 
economy can only survive 
in a democratic country.”
Coming from worlds largest de­
mocracy, I would like to shed some 
of my thoughts on capitalism and its 
impact on India.
It was in 1990 that India started to 
experience a rapid economic growth 
because of the economic reform that 
we had during that time. Many (es­
pecially those who are pro-capitalist) 
argued that these changes in India 
would primarily help in uplifting 
the poor in India. Even though the 
Indian economy is not capitalistic, it 
does have capitalistic elements. Free 
market systems and privatization are 
examples of this. Since I am from the 
middle class in India, I was not aware 
of the injustice that poor people went 
through in my country until I was a 
student of social work in India. My 
exposure to urban and rural develop­
ment in emerging India made me re­
alize the depth of injustice and greed 
of the rich which has made the rich 
richer while making the poor poorer.
I would humbly disagree with
O pinion  By Finny Abraham 
the view of Mr. Novak that capital­
ism helps the poor and works for the 
poor. I would add that it would be 
challenging to be a Christian and a 
capitalist in India.
In India almost 70% of the popu­
lation lives in poverty. “Poor” is de­
fined by the government of India as 
people who live on the equivalent of 
about 50 cents per day (Rs20). In­
dia is now on the world map for its 
economic power because of the 25% 
of the population that is extremely 
rich. Two of the top ten billionaires 
in the world are from India. It would 
be absurd to imagine an economy 
that would allow competition in 
the midst of such huge gap between 
the rich and poor. I believe that if a 
democracy does not safe guard the 
rights and give hope to its majority 
then it is a fake democracy.
So, free market and privatization 
brings an unfair competition be­
tween the rich and the poor to the 
table in my country. Capitalism is 
also not only about the economy it
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novation and discovery were not rewarded while war and 
plunder were greatly rewarded. This is the point in history 
where Adam Smith stepped in to help create a new eco­
nomic system. This new economic system, capitalism, al­
lowed reward for doing things that were naturally reward­
ing to the rest of society. For example innovation not only 
benefited the innovator but others who could use his or 
her innovation. It also allowed the poor to be connected 
to the rest of society along with opportunities to excel in 
the system. As competition grew, businesses were encour­
aged to provide low prices, courteous service, as well as 
new and innovative products for the public good. This 
has been the ideal of capitalism and has moved society in 
that direction.
Although Novak offered interesting insight on the 
historical move towards capitalism I felt he believed too 
much in the natural moral inclination of humans. Novak 
commented that capitalism uses “the self-interest of hu­
manity to work toward the good of society.” It seems para-
is a culture. The globalized culture is 
a new culture that we have in our cit­
ies today. For example, the shopping 
mall culture has taken away the right 
of the common poor to bring the 
commodities they produce from their 
land to the market. More over, the so 
called poor who are allegedly benefit­
ing from capitalism have no other op­
tion but to spend all of their money 
to buy essential commodities because 
it is the private business tycoons who 
decide the price rates, rather than the
government that looks out for the 
needs of the majority. Land, agricul­
ture and other small scale industrial 
and irrigation works of the poor are 
already being taken away because of 
the unimaginable competition that 
they have with big business tycoons. 
It is a fact that one of India’s richest 
companies owns almost 25% of In­
dia’s land. Land in India essentially 
means provision for food, shelter, 
and future hope. When the poor lose 
their land, they lose so much more 
than that. This injustice and the gap 
between the rich and poor also leads 
to hopelessness and results in vio­
lence, corruption, and high rates of 
youth criminal activities. These acts 
of deviance are caused in part by a 
system that makes it easy for the rich 
to become more powerful at the ex­
pense of the poor. I am not surprised 
at the greed that the rich have in my 
country because a capitalistic culture 
thrives on greed and discourages gen­
uine care for the poor.
Finally, I would like to conclude
by sharing a success story about the 
state of Kerala, the state which re­
cently won the award for the best 
governance in India. It is currendy 
governed by the Communist party of 
India. Even though the state did not 
benefit much from the economic re­
forms of the country, it stood tall in 
delivering justice and equality to all
Please see CAPITALISM  on page 8
doxical that a society, which promotes self-interest, would 
work to promote the poor. In a world of limited goods, 
the promotion of the poor may require self-sacrifice. As 
capitalism seeks to maximize profits by minimizing costs 
much of the developed world has exploited poorer coun­
tries for their cheap labor and lack of labor regulation. At 
the very least, promotion of the poor requires a focus on 
justice instead of a focus on capital profit.
Novak mentioned the power involved in capitalism is to 
create a moral direction. This could move in either a posi­
tive or negative way. I believe that within a capitalist soci­
ety we, as Christians, must become aware of the societal 
pressure toward self-interest. Yes, capitalism can be a tool 
that creates a positive moral direction that helps alleviate 
poverty. However,
we as Christians Kate Harvey (1st year,
must advocate for M Div) thinks that capital-
that positive moral ism is seriously overrated.
direction. S
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Figure Drawing: Reflections Upon the Body By Aakon ¿¿L
So much depends upon the body. We come to believe in the inherent self worth of our 
own particular form because we have consciously, or not, contemplated upon it our 
whole lives.
Our knowledge of the world is 
wrapped up in the boundaries of our 
own finite experience. From birth we 
witness the world from atop a des­
olate hill, laying down our foun­
dations of learning from which 
we build upon. If we are wise we 
never stop building. We send out 
signals into the great void hop­
ing to hear a response louder than 
our own subconscious echoes.
We sound the horns, send out 
the messenger doves, and cast up 
smoke signals. And to our con­
stant amazement we receive reply.
Our mothers bore us for nine 
months, breastfed us for two 
years, bathed us for two more, 
and watched us grow and mature 
for the rest. They know the freck­
les on our nose, the mole behind 
our ear, the scar on our chin, and 
every ticklish corner of our skin.
Yet every time a mother looks at 
her child, who by now has grown 
up with years stretched across his 
eyes, she sees with joyful surprise 
that same face she beheld in tears 
when she was a younger wom- 
She knows that body, whichan.
nursed, bathed, and
persons body in varying degrees and 
contexts. From a look, or a hand­




We all enter the world in the 
same fashion. We sense our bodies 
in much the same way. We learn to 
bathe ourselves. We learn to clothe 
ourselves. We look in the mirror at 
ourselves. We get haircuts. We step 
on the scale. We feel our heart race. 
We feel our chest rise and fall. We feel 
the tingle of a soft wind blow upon 
our neck and through our newly cut 
hair. We feel our teeth and our lips 
with our tongue. We feel our fingers 
press and our toes wiggle back and 
forth. We feel our bodies in motion 
in much the same way.
Yet we come to experience another
interactions, we learn of the other. 
And in that most intimate of human 
interactions we surrender what for so 
long we had always assumed was so 
uniquely our own yet bears the sig­
nature of a proud mother and the 
trademark name of a father. In this 
moment we learn more fully that our 
bodies are not our own, but one vari­
ant manifestation aforementioned.
I raise my eyes from the charcoal 
lightly held in my right hand, pressed 
in sweeping gestures upon a blank 
white sheet of paper. What must it 
have felt like the moment right before 
the Big Bang occurred? Right before
The Word rolled off his tongue. A 
thousand violins poised in expectant, 
botded furry waiting for the down- 
stroke of the conductor’s 
baton. And then... Cre- 
ation pours forth. From 
| my hand as if from the 
very source of Life it­
self. It feels like teenage 
; trestle jumping off the 
train tracks at night into a 
pitch-black lake. It’s that 
| moment right before your 
i first kiss.
I look to see what my 
hands have in vain tried 
to recreate. Out of the 
! corner of my eye I behold 
the soft toned symmetry 
of curvilinear shapes that 
merge together in V-like 
perplexity and force a 
drafted echo of a figure 
upon the empty space of 
two dimensions. I don’t 
know this young woman,
| not even her name. But 
right now I feel as intimate 
with her figure as though 
I were her love. And in 
every blemish and imper­
fection I fall more deeply 
in love as such mistakes become nu- 
anced moments of intentioned obser­
vation wrought from charcoal. Every 
wrinkle, every scar, and every sag I 
behold in my mind as a testament to 
time. How perfect is imperfection?
Aaron Raymond (2nd yr. 
MAT) likes to draw because, 
among other things, it 
makes him feel like a deity.
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C ontinued from  page 1
I know that I could die tomorrow 
and I could die 80 years from now. 
More than likely I will die somewhere 
in between. I hope my time will be 
closer to 80 years from now than to­
morrow, because I enjoy living. All of 
my loved ones face the same fate. I 
know that even if I were to be stricken 
with a deadly disease and then healed, 
death would still come for me even­
tually. No matter how many bananas 
I eat, that truth is inescapable.
And yet, so many of us, as Stan­
ley Hauerwas has said, live as if we 
honestly believe we are going to make 
it out of life alive. We are terrified of 
death.
That is understandable for those 
who believe we turn into fertilizer 
when we die, but it ought not be that 
way for Christians who have resurrec­
tion hope.
Yes, we ought to seek to preserve 
life, including our own. And we 
ought to seek out appropriate and 
competent medical care when we are 
ill. Furthermore, we ought to grieve 
death when it comes. I am in no way 
suggesting that the sting of death is 
to be ignored, nor am I seeking to 
minimize the grief that accompanies 
death. Death can be a brutally griev­
ous event.
But to quote the words of the apos­
tle Paul, “But we do not want you to be 
uninformed, brothers and sisters, about 
those who are asleep, that you may not 
grieve as others do who have no hope. 
For since we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so, through Jesus, God 
will bring with him those who have 
fallen asleep. . .therefore encourage one 
another with these words, i
Yes, we grieve, but we grieve dif­
ferently because we have hope. We 
have a promise that life does not end 
at death.
My wife’s grandfather was con­
verted to Christ many years ago when 
his first wife was dying of cancer. He 
was converted not because God per­
formed a miracle, but because his 
wife’s steadfast faith, and her unceas­
ing desire for God to be glorified 
in her in the midst of her disease, 
showed him the reality of God in the 
most powerful of ways.
I am inclined to wonder if perhaps 
we should include prayers for those 
types of miracles when we or our 
loved ones are sick. s
Brain Kiley (4th year MDiv) 
thinks its a little weird to 
have one very serious ar­
ticle and one very sarcastic 
one in this week's SEM I.
The SEMI is looking for a new Editor and Produc­
tion Editor. If you have writing, editing, graphic 
design and newspaper layout skills and experi­
ence, contact Carmen at sls-director@fuller.edu. 
The SEMI helps connect you deeper into the campus 
you love and care about. Apply for the SEMI today!
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F U L L E R  H A P P EN IN G S
M in istry Enrichm ent Seminars
fro m  Field Education 
C o n ta c t Daniel Lo ng 
6 2 6 .5 8 4 .5 3 8 7, fielded@ fuller.edu
Hospice Chaplaincy
Pamela Wright, LCSW and Jason Medina,
MDiv (VITAS)
W ednesday, A p ril 2 8  
1:00p.m.-3:00p.m.
Conference Room  2 2 0 ,2 n d  flo o r, 4 9 0 E  W alnut 
Hospice 1 0 1 : W h a t is hospice? H o w  can it be a 
resource to yo u  and fam ilies in yo u r church? H o w  
can yo u prepare fo r hospice m inistry? W h a t are 
th e  challenges in hospice m inistry? Com e and 
listen to  Fuller grads share :"A D ay in th e  Life o f  a 
Hospice Chaplain."
S TUDENT AW ARDS CONVOCATION The annual 
Student Awards Convocation will be held 
10-11 a.m. on Thursday, May 27 in the First 
Congregational Church. The entire Fuller 
community is invited to come and join us 
in congratulating the award recipients. For 
more information, contact the Provost’s Of­
fice at 626.584.5212 or prov-acadsystems@ 
flxller.edu.
SCHOOL O F T H EO LO G Y  LECTURE SERIES SPRING 2010 
Dr. Luke Timothy Johnson, New Testa­
ment professor from Candler School of The­
ology, will deliver the 2010 Payton Lectures 
May 5-6 with two lectures under the theme 
of, “Spirit and Body: the Corinthians and the 
New Creation.” All are invited to attend. For 
more information contact the SOT Dean’s 
Office at 626.584.53 00 or theology@fuller. 
edu or visit www.fuller.edu/sot/lectures.aspx.
IS YOUR HUSBAND A  STUDENT AT FULLER? All stu­
dent wives are invited to join SUPPORT, the 
Bible study, prayer and fellowship group just 
for you!
SUPPORT has two distinct meeting times: 
Wednesday M ornings, 9:00—11:00 a.m. 
Pasadena Presbyterian 
Church, 3rdfloor. (Cor­
ner of Colorado Blvd. 
and Madison Ave.)
Childcare is provided 
for children 0-5 years.
Thursday Evenings,
7:00—9:00p.m . Chang 
Commons. Fuller 
housing complex on 
N . M adison. Theme 
Room 2. (Enter from 
the Oakland side, 
through the tot lot.)
No childcare provided.
For more information
contact: Heather Henry at 415.497.9194. 
heatherhenry44@yahoo.com.
F R E E  "B O O K S  A N D  C U LTU R E M A G A Z IN E " While 
supplies last, get your current issue of “Book 
and Culture Magazine“ from the Fuller 
Bookstore or Student Life & Services (2nd 
floor of the Catalyst).
TICKETS TO A M U S E M EN T  PARKS Student Life and 
Services sells tickets to Disneyland, Legoland 
($62) and Universal Studios (2 days, $50). 
Come by the office on the 2nd floor of the 
Catalyst or call 584.5435.
CAPITALISM  _
C ontinued from  page 5
compared to any other states in India. As a result we have 
nearly 100% literacy, health care and justice to all indis­
criminate wealth. The gap between the rich and poor is 
much smaller in Kerala compared to other states in India.
Capitalism is not the answer for helping the poor in In­
dia, policies that would benefit the majority and would not 
ignore the minority is what we need. This can be achieved 
only if one has a genuine concern for the poor. I believe that 
we are called to be keepers of our brothers and sisters. Like 
God’s command to the Israelites we are called to take care 
of the widow, the poor and the needy in our society. If as 
Christians we are not able to see the difficulties of the poor 
in perspective, it is possible for us to fall in the deception 
of the devil which will make us blind to see the injustice 
that we commit to the poor. Mr. Novaks understanding of 
capitalism can certainly not be the answer for helping the 
poor in India, because it will bring injustice and benefit 
only a selected few in the cost of the underprivileged. S
Finny Abraham (2nd yr.
M Div) kind o f wishes he 
was one o f India's tw o bil­
lionaires.
sl kIIz.
We Need Your Blood
Receive 2 Complimentary 
VIP Tickets to the Laugh Factory
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